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of archaeological- and historical endeavor pertaining to central New
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HEPGRT OP LA.ST :.TBTG ,
■It

The Decem'ber'mooting, 'Doing, the Id^st of tho year, is

alv/oys looked upon as tho president’s meotingi On. Dec--

.omDer 10th, Professor t. Long p:',:osGntGd his. .three-
dimensional slides in color of la.st .summer's trip .through -

Spain cmd Northern Africa. T^ith.-ahout 100'pictures he- • *

shoued not onlj'- the countryside hut also .the .architectural,
the industrial development .■and also the- poox^le of thos.e

two sections of the world* Touching briefly on'the-

history of Spain and pointing out the fact that Spain at • -

one time ruled tho world, he told the histor^^ of the
many invasions .and'the gre.at influence.-of-these people as ..x

■’■they moved ’ through"’the “^ebuntry, '’“The’ most" intprp.s.tihg" ’
influence being the Moorish was brought out by several
pictures of grea,t masterpieces of architecture and p.eco-; . ■

rc\tion left by the .A.rabian conquorers, . A few pictures
showed southern France, particularly the groat milit.ary
fortification a.t efrcassono-, .and the last pictures showed,

the Leaning Tower of Pisa, . ' .

Preceding the meeting <a nopresentative from the Museum, sppke briefly on the
work and encouraged members of tho Archaeological Society, to join the l-iusem

and help support the many.interesting functions, Non-resident membership in

the Cayuga 'Museum of History'- and Art is $2.00 .-per year, , ;

Election of officers was in the form of a, write-in ballot and follo’.hLng this
refreshments were.served, . The tabulation of votes resulted in tho re-elec

tion of the .present staff of officers for-the ye.ar 1954, In addition to the

officers, other members assist vdth tho publica,tion of the Bulletin, They
with the officers form .the editorial council. These arc Newton FarY/ell,
Harrison .'Follett,;. Mildred Close, George Treotor and James Ward,

THS-EHIE CANAL

The actuixl digging began July,4, 1817 and the yoa.rs between were heart

breaking and back-brerMng a.t times with experiences that ha.ve made greavt

stories. Unquestionably, "Clinton's Ditch" was a. target for ridicule -and

all the more so when the wild talcs of the workers experiences reached the
people's ears, Pef-eronce has-been made often to the mosqui-to infested
Monta-zum£i Swamps and to the almost impossible task of building aquaducts
over streams and rivers, especially since the instruments at that time were

so crude. The final day came October 25, 1825, and the gloaming packet boa.t,
Sonoca' Chief, started from Buffalo for its long journey to-New York City,

As the journes?’ begcUi and the Erie v/ater was on its way to the sea, cannoneers
spa.ced a.long the ditch within hearing distcance fired their guns to signa.l

the beginning-a.nd 81 minutes later Nev/', York was aware that the forty-foot

wide, four-foot deep link between the Atlantic and the v^stern st.atos vias

now a. reality.

Editorial,
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YOIH TICKET

TRAC>'3-R'5

AS je /flirts't3^ r
12, , 1_A. /^Ot^ O- tS '

\
- - C^PT.

TO ii.THIP. OIT CLBTTOW’S DITCH'■■

The t'.hove sketch is the exact size of a ticket'on the first packet "boat used
-through this section of "the- countrsr,,^ Belo’s is a lino drsiwing' similtiX' to the
line drawing on the ticket' enlarged to shov; the 'bbiifand' the horses in tandem,-

, This ticket vjas used on Clinton’s Ditch, or later-to he knoimi a^s .the Erie ■

Cana,l, in the first season of the esta'blishing of the Traders* Line 'Blicli .

was also the first year of the opening of the canal. Traders* Line'grew
to "be a sizeable compansr'ajid existed for several vears* ■ '

The captain of this first packet 'b'oat was B, LJ^urge,'the great, great uiicle
of Hey, D, C, Heh'blethwaite, ci mem-Der of the. iU'chaeologi'cal .Societjr, . ■ "

The name of' this first packet 'boa.t was the ThomavS Jefferson and.-this is'

interesting in vier; of the f£ict that Thoma-s Jefferson wa,s the loader of the

opposition that developed against the canal. In one of his statements

quoted 'by several is the. follomng, » talk of arcilcing-a cana/1 three hundred
and iiity miles through, a wilderness, is a little short of madness at this day**..
Even President iLadison sided with those agciihst
hold down the energetic Delfitt Clinton,

pro'blom which had perplexe.d tho country for years, a water way from the At- ■
lantic to the western st-ates was his'drosm.iuid he fought for it, ,■ The aarl^jr
fear of the .’’disraem'berment’* of the .American empire''ci.nd the-Ccmal waterway •
a possible preventative was still an important; i'ssue in' the minds'of maiiy, ■

the- Ditch but nothing could -■
His‘scieiitific mind saw the'ansv/er to'-a -'

as
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■4 GSIISV® .;4UD ot SIZ C4ffAL

■fay' 4 G-IEi® ROGERS

There Imvo heen mtmj' stories-adydinced, as to where .the idea of the Lrie Canal

first originated, so, let's go hack to the 1700's and see if we can trace

the idea„ to its soprce, - . . .

There were, several schemes of inland navigation agitated during the colonial

.pferiod huf English restrictions prevented, their-heing- carried .out„. After the

Sevolution, trashington, himself, took the,, lead in a new movement, hut his, chief
activity along, this. line seemed more, relegated, to njwigation problems, in the.,

''s15ulE7"''hie~hii'd'‘‘take'"a"'‘t]?i]p" ihta'weg’te.rh.'ahd’ hhlifrai'He^U'^YPrkhand^'iaf tef^bhs’erv^
ing the ahundtmee of natural waterways, made the following observation:’

■"Would to God we ma,y have wisdom to .improve them'i ■,

History reebrds the f?.,ct that on ilovember 3, 1784, Christopher Colles, an
Irish engineer i/ho had previously lectured .on. canals., circulated-a petition

for improved nilyigation ' on' the Mohawk River, He. worked., hard for two years in

promoting the idea, hut met with no success.

Then ori'. January 5, 1791, Governor George.'. Clinton recommended-to the.Vlegislature
that' inl;uid' navigation here in.Hew York he improved:, 4 survey was ma-de and in

1792 two compohies were incorporated one to build, lock navigation .from the.'• ...

Hudson tp .La.ke Ont-anio or Senecci Lake., Lhis .p.liui, ...however, did not. call for

a continuous waterway hut merely for short stretches of cjmal with locks to

hypa-ss pprtagosL ra-pids'and falls,' ^ tew such bypasses wore, built-Gout nothing

much was done for the rest of the,century, ^

f’’

• - f

So f<a,r it would seem that no one yet had thought of the idea of ha-ving a- man-

miide^Y/atGrwc’y constructed between the Hudson e^nd Lake Erie, There was co.n>-

siderablo discussion about ci\nals a-s sho’/vn by several books written a little

later in the support of vanious claim-ants who were bitterly contending for

the honor of orig-incating the canal idea, .4 mau najned Jos.se Hawley wrote

severa.1 books on it.,,and wc shall speak of Hawley a. little‘later aLtor an

' out-linG^of^theveven'tn^;hrch'= led-^upw>to" ’the--E-ris-‘=’Caaai-i^--«—

Joshuii Eorman of Onondaga Ooun'bj.^ .introduced the first

at 411,51157, -some few months after President Jefferson had .'.suggested surplus ?ed-
eral funds'might "be used to’-lie'ip-the sta,tcs in building..roads and cana-ls. The

legislatui’e cidopted Eormah'.s’resolut-ian in 180,8 and ,a survey -was ordered betv/oen
the Hudson fmd Lake 'Erie. Jefferson,-however, wcived It aside-as-impractical
and said that even the , thought of building., .a, canal -through the v/ilderncss

between Alban5'' and Lake Brie was a. hundredy-’ears a.head of its time.

e,County legislation

But, bcickers of'the cariaA finally decided th/it the state should finance the

project alone and so in 1817-construction of the canal was authorized, and

the first spadpifull of earth vip.s turned on July 4 of that sam'e Y^ean, The
canal Uf’-s completed and the first boa-ts entered its waiers at Buffalo on October 26.

26, 1825, / Since then historians have been unanimous in stating thajt’the
Erie Canal did more to advance the western staies and influence rat-ps

throughout the nation than any other niroject.

i"
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Recalling the nsijnc of Jesse Havloy menfioned a fc
man

on paragraphs 'before, it v/as this
well lay claim to the fexet that ho v/a,s the

lirst person to actuivlly suggest the Srie Canal ho -built from 41hany to Buffalo,
In i\ note to the historian, Turner,

a, Genova- morchant

Hav;lG3>' said:

"I^first concoivod the idea of the overland route of the canal from Buffalo to
Utica in Col, UilheLnus Mynderse's office at Ocnoca Ralls in 1805".

In hio morcantilc- operations .at Geneva tinit.yoar, Hanley purchased nhoa-t, bad'
it ground at Mynderse's mills from v/hc-nco it, was shipped to Schcncctad;/-, On
one particular occasion-^—the one referred to——Hav/loy \7a.s inMyndcrsG*s office
when the pu'bjGct of 'bettor navigation came up, Hanley, stepping to a map of the
state, drew his. finger over the :country from, Utica.to.'Ixiko Brio, and said;
"There is the head of v/ater", .This may .-be regarded as .the first intima,tioh -
having reference to such work as tho Brie, Canal,-

Governor Clinton, himself, one. of tho.'men who led the figlit for tho canal «s
construction and for whorait was called "Clinton's Ditch", gives credit-to '
Hawley as, "being the one to have the, first idea for this project. Governor ■

, Clinton doscri-bed Hawley-as "a gentleman of ■ ,an ■ ingeni'ous and reflecting turn
of mind who was engaged in the mercantile "business-in Geneva as "early as 1805",'

A num-ber of years ago there was discovered in the .'Surrogate's Office £it

Lockport, tiiG will of Jesse Hawley, filed.in 1832, in which, among other in~
terosting things, he "beque-athed to the How-York Historical Society certain
pu-blishcd letters of his
a canal from Buffalo

own, written in 1807-08, advocating the "building of
to Utica- along the line since occupied .hj’" the Erie-,

On this point the -will roads; "In these essays I claim to "be the first pro
jector of the -overland route of-the gr.and Brie C.anal, from .Buffalo to Utica
(no^^rly c'.s it now runs) , as in contradistinction to tho Lalce route, an pro-

^ posed "by <-ai prior and all siting on the su-bject^ ..4nd I new herein declare it
for a truth under, the. solemnity of this document, of my. life, that the id
of-tapping :fcke Brie .and talcing its waters, across the -country to the Hollawk ■

at Utica, called the overland route, of the canal, was an ori.gin-al conception
of my o\Tn mind, which occurred to-me whi^o in conversation. with Uilhelmus'.

l^dersG during Wio af tornoon _in. his accounting, room at .'Seneca--Palls, early -'-'
in ,4pril, 1805," ‘ '

oa.

So, it would seem that the ' rie. .Canal U4S first, horn in tho-mind of
Go'novan— "

if not oottor,
Jesse Hawley-rr-and it would-.also-'app

, than most,- ■
,r that his'hlaim is .s good,

Dr, David-Ennis of lyons, Hew York, eminent authority on Canal History, has
promised to write an. article-.jfor .a later bulletin, which will complete mag- ’
nificently the s'tory..we undertook to tell by this special bulletin of the
Archaeological Society of Central lew York,
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KITS OIT THE E3IE CMAL

By Eliza'bGtli^ruiincr Steele

One of the^fe.w really, wonderful experiences I renenlor on my infrequent. tri^DS
along the nrie-Canal on ary father«-S'hpat, ' the "lELLIE G.' SCHENCK:,- of- lEilOlT "
SPHIITGS,'’ is a suiirise, near Jordan^ -’ ■

Every, ho^ttinan v/orthy of his salt .was-on his way each'morning hy five -pJclo-cfc,
and thcit areiuit everybody on the heat-was up. I stood at'the stern of the hoaf

beside ary brother George. He held the tiller that moved the rudder-that

guided the boat,, and-he ■ wCoS concentrating his ■ gaze lOQ feet',ahead to the bow . .
of the h'pat.'.as he .moved the,, tiHer-:gently to kid fro to heep the ,.bo.w,, hea-ded a.l-
ways in the ariddle of.; ,the cfinal,- The canal • stretched straight, .east before us, f'
Suddenlyin fthe;far distrince" a- dazzling" Ifght' broke 'at"the '"horizon"and
painting the siy'with fire that. issued-from the end of the earth.

spread, -■
Is we wa,tched,

the arc of the rising sun grew larger and larger, throwdiig out in all directions

sparkling rays in-half the .eolo.rs of the'. spectrum against an ever growing back
ground of gold 'and',blue; sly, - The earth seeraed gust being', created while the in
creasing splendor-, of .the slowly-ri sing' sun spread farther and higher over the
eastern horizon,-’ The codprs that, rayed from the central brilliance -seeraed to

scintillate wi.th the dewey freshness of' the hew dciy and in the center of the

specta^cle It seeraed s,s if God Himself stoodi- Its .glory never lessened until ;
the sun wa.s. full;/- up.

I learned-tinit a s-unriso-over the Court street hill back home in. Cayuga, as I.
had her'a’tofore seen it, is uninspiring compared td a.sunrise like this .out
of the end. of the earth, . ■

Trave.ling iilbng .the Erie Canal becomes monotonous as the hours pile up,
begin with, the .routc; folloT/ed by .th'e canal is level, essentially so,- and laid
out that ,.wcy tp obviate the necessit;?- of 'building locks, '^hen, the speed .is
uniformly slowj conducive to sleepiness, Hothing luippens—unless your towline ca.tchei

a moored row boat along the towpath bank and sets it adrift, when some woman quickly
emerges from a nearby ahack and heaph'upon your head hn amazing string of

invectives. You, ar.o-not the guilty one, but the one who moored-the small boa^t

there, for'..a canal law was that no ohstruction must be placed on the tovrpath or al
---- long the-bank of'-the canal-to’Impede-the progre-s-s"'-of--legitimate^craft, ' The" canar-' '

traversed mainly through virgin country, but dotted at intervals with vi'llc\ges
and cities. In Port Byron, there w'as, and still is,
mind—a, IcU’ge whi
it from the deck ..of .the boat,

disappoaned, only

To-

a landraank vividly?- in my
church-with a clock in the belfry. One could-almost touch

The-'building still'.st-.-inds,; but the cansil ha.s
.highway-is Pn the' site, ' In'Little, P.a.lls are the imposing

locks, hem' out of splid rock;,- .surrotuide'd-by pictur'osquo scenery,'v/hich ■'
includes the sheer'walls of rock at the edge 6f the"towpath at tho base of

which wc ;roungsters wore thrilled to find'Little Palls "diamonds",

ha^d quite a, collection .of these diamonds,
nicely cut, and full of sparkle,
the ground; sometimos one could be pried out of the surrounding rock.

te

I.y brother

They were of irregulan slia.pe, but
I think they dropped out of tho rocks to ' .

Locks arc stone walled enclosures built ,ih the canal along its route where the
canal has to bo carriediover, or to, an elevation,

. long, a few feet longer than a canal boat, and loss than a foot wider,

gates -at canh end of tho enclosure open to admit and release boats being locked

Locks tire about 100 feet

yooden
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throu^* Always, wii@n pne gata la open the one at the other end

must be closed because Ite object is to liold back the depth of
water above while the boat enters the lock from the level below,
A boat enters a lock thrbu/^ the opened.gates; the clearance, by
the way, of only a few inches each side of the bow as it enters,

the aperture calls for some close concentration by the man at the

tiller, lest he bash in the bow against the formidable walls of

stone ahead. As the boat eases into.the«lock, the man who drives

the horses that pull the boat is not Idle, A heavy line fastened

to a cleat in the deck of the boat Is thrown to him, which he

coils around a heavy “snubbing post" built into the stone platform
of the lock, tightening it so that the boat stops at the

distance from the outgoing- gate The boat safely in the lock, the
gates behind it are closed, paddles in the upper gates are turned,
opening wide spaces in the gates throu^ which floods of water

enter and slowly fill the lock andjift the boat to the hi^er
level* All this time the man at the snubbing line outside._must
maneuver It, slackening and tightening alternately to 'hold the.
boat away from the gates as it is forced forward by the madly

water finding its level in the confines of the.lock.
If these snubbing lines were not used, or were broken ly the
strain ..placed on them the impetus of the water would send the

vessel crashing into the forward gates, breaking whichever was

of weaker construction. It cotild cause the sinking of a boat

ri^t in the-abyss of a lobk, A lock must be twice as deep as
the canal, which would make it twenty feet, or more, deep. Of
course, barge canal locks must be deeper, since these modern boats

are larger and loaded to more than six feet depth
canal boatp.

proper

as were the old

The sensation of a first-time-passenger on the deck of a 96-foot

long canal boat .being locked from a low to a hl^er level is that

of being embraced in an enormously deep arid dark, cold, wet and
mossy walled stone grave, opened only at the top, with thmdering
waterfalls over the-bow gates kept from submerging the boat by

mor^ A ^ . ,
&e.0, POi'Z&S
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th6 trained-hands above and:>6,h‘t!, •tjiat .know, vjust,..:^OW
ti^tljT' .t.q: ..snj#,pan(k''to vrelaklthe. ..iieqvjVrbyie, ■t:p"r.pre3f,ent the
ihg water-Ifrbi^t-itearing; out. thC i.J’Qh. GiLeat-<;ifr:omt.;the':: boat j,, that •
helds the rope, • As the hpa-t.-r-ls-es, ...siowl'^;-out>.„of -.the . depths^- the
roar of the water ■entering, thpou^; Qpenedf.pahdles; .invthe igates . ' . ^
lessen-s 'as- the distance tha,water fails. de.cr,ease,s-, „.;Th.e damp chill
gives way to a feeling, of confidence a |‘$I'lght and sunshine.'re turn-

to vlewa and ...the .boat .finally is ,up high, in, the lock, and .■floating '•
on a ;level’wi.th:;the , upp>er'etr..et9'h'''^.of ■. 'The rwater ha^.ecea3ed
its commotio,n:';and..allj that" is, 'neb.ded 'ndf .1^. - the . opening- of•,?the ./
gates..aheaq,;tb :',allqw, the^boat'’t.o''’^n6ce^4 fh ;.lt-i j.-waiy^^^the gates,
be It .notedl.;:that "ten;'::^inutea;be:ferd^-',bd^hi;ated'‘the.'.beat"-from a ten- '

foot'■wall'. .of'■prater ”,nowVswings'open . In "level'water

The man who invented canal locks deserves great .hcedlt, A. **cary-,
dock” operates . on'the .same-principle,; the boat being floated into :.
a lock-like.■ericiosure, gates closed.and the .v'ater drained, out, . -
leaving the-boat supported oh hea vy elevated beams,
perienced ln boat building- are at hand,.' ready, to go' to probing .
for leaks or flaws in the bottom:or sides of the hull, I remember ,
that there was a dry-dock, in .Port Byron—.the Tanner .■■.Bry Dock '
they also made boat bridges, racks for. .holding the dri.nking water -..
barrels, deck boxes .(ice boxes), and other, boat accessariess - ... '

While locks break the monotony of. canal -travel, they are-not wel-■.

corned by the’operators of .boats; lo'.cks add to the .hazards -and they " ■
Interfere v;ith speed and make extra work, . The stretch of canal'
between one lock and the next is called a canal level. They are ' "
sometim.es. short and. sometimes quit© long#. There is one. stretch of

canal tliat iny -brother called .’’the forty mile, levels

was between Syracuse, and. Utica, .. .And .at Lockport,, toward Buffalo, ',
there .were six..or seven locks, one right .on the he.ols- of the. next.'

I do not know, v/hether to v/rite in the -present or the past tensoy
because I'do hot know what bond!-felons prevail at the present tlme-e
I speak of the end of the nineteenth cen'fcviry.

V. -
,v.‘ • •

^ j •<

'©■ ‘

Worl<men - ex- .

T think it

The Erie Canal was abandoned in 1916, and the Barge Canal began
operations. Some of the waterways were discontinued, but many
were not. Those having thei.r_channel through rivers, and lakes,
also some stretches of tlie Erie Canal, widened and deepened,
still in use, ^ "

are

The principal feature of canal travel that created monotony
its very slow movement. A boat loaded with a cargo of about 190
tons—considered a full load--moved at the rate of about two miles

an hour, and was a steady and tedious p ull for a team of tv;o or

three patient, and faithful horses or mules. About throe feet of

a loaded canal boat's hull remained above water* A loaded boat

was easier to steer than was a light boat. A "li^t” boat (no
cargo” floated nine feot above the iv/ater's surface, and was easily
caught in a wind, and sometimes blown close to tho banks and dam

aged in scraping the sides or the bottom on jagged stones* Hero,
too, th-G GxpoplGncG and. foPGsight of ttiG pilot savod. many a popaip
bill* A light boat moved at the rate of about four miles an hoiu?,
which was really a good jogg to be kept up throughout the day for
the driver, not to mention Klondyko and Bessie, our good horses*

vms
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They deserve much credit In our business., , My brother took groat
interest In the vvelfare of Klondyke and Bessie, grooming them

carefully after a hard day's work, keeping their collars smooth

and clean where they pressed so hard against tender shoulders,
watnhirip- f'n-P r. with toughening applicationswatching for and preventing “galls - _ ^
to the susceptible areas, ; Hy.',greatest unhap^inoss'^was'^:tha -t I saw

so few horses \7lthout these 'badges of too groat a burdon» .;

One summer night in 1895 when we were enroute from Ithaca to: Utica

and were tied up in the canal behind a theater in Weedsport, ViTO ■

were awakened by a great commotion .in the. stable at the bow of the

boat, Isiy father- and brpther arose to investigate, and' found tha-t

one of the horses was suffering with colic and seemed to be-beside

himself with pain'. ' My brother jumped fearlessly into., the clos'o

quarters of ^ the stable and the tuimioll, and in endeavoring to set

the bridge in place so as to remove the well, horse without fur-

ther casualty or loss of time, one of the horses trying to get
out of the way of the bridge, stepped on my brother's leg, snap-
ping ^oth the tibia and the fibula# A local doctor was called

from his sl-umbors, -who set the bones as best ho could in our cabin*

and my brother spent.several weeks in the nearest hospital (Auburn)
to remedy-a.twisted leg that never completely recovered,
fourteen years old at the' time and when I see an uncouth
ster today imitate his sllgtit limp, I b-o-l-l'

Ho v/as

. young-

All in rail, ^a boatmari'-s life oh the Erie Canal from 1890 to 1916,
as v/o.‘experienced it, was far from an ideal existence, ddiere ViTcre
many hardships,- and few -compensations.

least one person who’ was grateful to PROGRESS \ri;hen
the Barge Canal with its machinery propelled vessels- succeeded

the Erie Canal and its tow path, dotted with plodding, weary

voiceless, and often beaten horses and muies—and she-is
^

ELIZABETH“^Um^H~TEELE ,

Page 120 shows a sketch from a snapshot of one'-'of the largest of
the viaducts'“on'the .Erie. • It'was built along with many other via
ducts in the area Tirhen the c-ana-l. Was enlarged and deepened. .Al
though it is close tp. 100 years, old, the- stonework is still'level

■and true, this ..despite the fact that it is built in-the heart of

the swamp. This viaduct is west of Montezuma Village "where-'the - ' '

canal crossed the Seneca River. There was a smaller viaduct east

of the village where, the canal crossed Salt Creek or Crane Bfook,
This viaduct was close to Route--31 and therefore faimiliar to many.
However, it waS, destroyed in:the building of thd New'York Thruway,
The pictured stonework is deep in the back swamp.and seldom visited.
It is, however, a familiar-sight to travelers on the Barge Canal, '
Half of the viaduct was • destroyed-when, the Barge-Canal-was diverted

to the bed .of the Seneca River.- '
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BITERVIK# -.RICHARD HO^iELL

Ludlpwvlllb., How York

■ By Mrs., ..Lpland Close

Richard Howell, now 94 years of ago, is the third generation
of-boatman of ..'the Howell family. It began with his grandfather,
EdV/ard Howell, born May .21,';, 17.89’ - 1875, and'his father James-F,

Howell, 1818 - 1893. He began his" voyages a fev/ weeks after

birth from the home whore ho now resides, v/hich was their winter

residence. Edward the grandfather followed the natural water-•

ways bo.fore the old "dug/canal was" . The father James ran a 250

ton. boat for Barney Hagin Svho lived south of the Lake Road, This

boat..v;as „9.8.’,-iong' dndi. 16,f .fade;.;: ■’Cargoes were ’ the. proilucts .of
the noi^bofini industries.-:riameiy farm products '« grain/'wool, •
lumber and salt, ' . A

; Grain v;as shipped loose. If more than one kind were to bo

shipped, a partition of rough boards was put in, to separate it.
The. grain was spouted from store houses constructed on the bor

ders ..of the 'watorways.,. The,transportation charge from Buffalo

to How'York was from'6':^lOpf per bu, • Coal transported from

Ithaca to Buffalo was' -peT toncarrying charge ■ and $1. per
ton actual cost of. the. product.

Passengers Vv'ore hot: carried.,',,-..The fam'ily established their

residence on board. Father, niother, tWo brothers, a sister, and

Richard enjoyed their, quarters, which consisted of a stern cabin

where the cooking andl dinihg was done, . In the bow were, .two .,

cabins for., slooping, back bi Which' was .the.’stable for : Wo mules
or horScs, • 1 f i.. ^ T I '. ..V ■ ^ ' . • ' ' ' .

...The crew consisted: of, the "Captain'^, t?/o , drivers ..and two

steermon* The v;ago for all inclusive of • the . Captain was ^250*
per mo. Work .started o.ocording to the weather conditions,,
usually April to. December, • , a .

• 'Towing line's v/ero palb'^for at 12.'mile Intervals at which'

stations non teams vere changed for the- fatigued ones. The

rule was to change horses , or mules every 6 hours as .the journey
continued night and day. Usually two horses harnessed as a

team were hitched to a 1" tow rope 150 ft, long. If an extra

heavy load was being hauled a third horse was added end they
were hitched tandem.

The price per horse was $10, to $100, each* Mules used
weighed about 1000 lbs. and showed groat agility in clambering
back to the path* The steed averaged about 1200 lbs, and were

not quite as subtle,

Mr. Howell related one story of 5 big black horses hitched

in line at Lookport, It was necessary to pass through the

darkness \mder the bridge, A man slumbering (from innebrlation)
lay directly in the path. The large black lead spied the object



'

12.4,

and shied into the waters below, taking his followers with him.
Only, ono was. res cued, T'

.Oecasionally teams raced, causing some rivalry® .

The'journey from Ithaca to. Buffalo was 5 .days and.ni^ts*
Ithaca to Albany was the same. Tugs wore met be a steamer and

taken on to 'New Ybrk. The cost foh this was ^^5»p0 to. $40.00.,

The side v/heeler towed •■down Cayuga Lake, leav,trLg.Jlthaoa
early dn the morhing .arriving in Cayuga at night,..returning the ,

next-day with empties. The cost, was lOjzf .per ton up, but returns,
had a'free tow.- ■ Gajraga was'7 miles from the Main, Lino - Canal, ■

Mr^ Howell owned the.’’Clayton” which ho used as a tow from

Ithaca to Cayuga:'for’ about 20 years. Hie loads consisted of: .
-:salt .from’ International and cement from Penn Dixie, 'Thoro were ,

times ho needed to stay over in CayugU a'week at a time for . ... '
boats. One stmimer he trailed .400 boats 2 and 3 at a tim

The .last sidewheoier v;as owned in Ithaca then sold to Captv :
Brown of Syracuse, v/hich was the ’’Frontenac”, It burhod in

Cayuga Lake between Atirora and Cayuga, taking 8 lives.o

/a
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IffiMORIAL OP the'ERIE CANAL

By Vornic Yatos

In the sutrimer of 1894 oun stoam yacht, the Vernada, was

launched at Cayuga, near the site of the old brewery, now

Beacon Co» Built as a houseboat with steam pov/er, she was ■

our homo for many summers. Both pilot and engineer had to

have New York State licenses, and when I was old enou^ I

passed both exams, (Re; name of yacht - combined my name

and my mother's, Ada. Vernada)

Wo roamed from Buffalo to Albany as fancy dictated.
Ourv/hile my father made sketches for future paintings,

longest stay was in Little Palls, iv/here the scenery and his

tory wore'interesting, ‘

During all those years we made many friends among the
boatmen, and found them honest and helpful in any emergency.
In the usual stories about the Erie Canal, much is mentioned

about their rough, lawless ways. But from experience I can

tell of their kindness to a little girl who gre?,/ up like a
colt along the towpath, enjoying treats handed out while the

boats wore locking thro*.

Many times we loft the boat unlocked while out sketching,
and wo never had even a pike pole or fender stolon, but mi^t
find sweet com, fruit or cookies loft on deck when we re

turned.

One Captain was a iv/oman, regular Tug Boat Annie type,
whoso husband had lost a leg in a lock accident.

The stool fleet was the sensation of those days, and if

it passed in the niglit I felt cheated. As it made better

time than the horse or mule boats, people would bet on its
time of arrival,

Lock tenders wero Civil-War Veterans, - of ton'lame" or with

one arm or one eye. Two men worked together to open ajid shut
the heavy gates, usually by pushing them with their backs

while bracing their foot on a slatted board. If not treated

properly the lock tenders could make locking thro* a rou^

experience_by letting the water in or out too fast. The most

exciting times wore at Lockport, as to which double header

would have the right of way. Sometimes a real Donny brook

took place there.

The lock groceries wore well stocked with food and items

needed by boatmen, and best of all, nov/s Of interest about

Canal affairs. Sometimes a cov; v/as kept in the back room,
fresh milk was produced while you wait.

It is a pleasure to recall those days and those kind
people - truly '•Their bark was worse than their bite.

so
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"REMEMBERING THE ERIE CANAL DAYS" ■

By Rgv. R. C. HcLblGthVi/alto

The Erie Canal, inspired-.by the use' of canals in the old

world and now continued by the ...Barge Canal, finally led: in,-,.,
making the whole Finger LakoS Coun.try contributory to '.-transpor

tation between Buffalo and New-York-by-'substitutihg’water .
travel for mud roads. Points of contact made:-the .fouhdatiohs .

for future villages and cities, many of them called "■^ports" by
early canalers. More thari ahy .pthor pro ject, the "Old Erie"' "■

made our section of the' State..Avhat' it has.-..bec.omo, one of the

garden spots of the world, - ...-...■.■■r

Better modes of necessary.;. transpprta'tionV.fiiiaLly. compelled •
action, and "Canal Days" became, groat fbr . their'., time .;a3.-are'

a-uto and truck days..for .our .tim_es'.,

Stories are brou^t to. us.-.;that paint' a. rpe:^. a-nd r.ov/dy ■'
class of people on the early canal-y but we have ho groundito' -
place all in this class nor to look with shaino'on the-;-people
Y/ho were canalers,.. Cahallhg was as. honorable in its days' as
trucking is today, .The 'people who dngage.d :in .it as a business

or an occupation were.. "Cihe average ■.t;^o on -which.' dur .country
was founded. The. - descond'ants ■■ ofOld- Canalers"'-' still, .ro.count- ^ '

with pride family advehturc.s, a'ibng .apd in jiTho .Old/Canal", It
was against the lav/-, they say.,; fp drive-'on; tlie.fbwpath,- and'''

later to ride a bicy'cle' on-’account'nf' fr.i^tehihg the.: mules' and ■:
horses. a.;;

.It was one of the tricks., of ..tiao^ drivers,..'to motion dh-'coming
riders to keep inside''the'-towline ..s'e-as' not 'to''..scafe. ;-the.. unlmals

into the^ canal, .IThcn'.' the-'ridcf.-/'a.tte'mpted'.'to.‘paS's '-Pver..the ;fope,
to^ jerk it suddenly''off • the;:grpun.d 'hnd.-hurl'.the'r'idor./and his-
bike* into the canal. One such'in'cident,-:-well kh'oWn-' by.: the ’

relater, occurred on the Jordan Level just' da'st^ of 'the: Bello ’
Isle crossing. - The rider, a. fine young man, from Goddds'fro- ' '
quently came to thp Belle-Isle■church on Sunday evening with

his lady friend .and. rode, his-'bicycle., home''-by-the tpwpath. One
ni^t a crafty :driyer mPt.idnod-.him tb''Iceop: inside'"the'-tov/line, ‘

As a gcntlemdh, ';'h.o..-. complied,.:'but as '■ho was . .wheeling-'over . the
rope the driver'-' gave.. it; a ■ 'j erk , and .'threw- him, arid "his' "bike," ' in
to the canal. ".It -was'night'.and. .-y/i.t.h'''no-^^grappiin'g . tpPlS;.he' ..fin
ished his journey home on foot .ancl.came hack,.-the'next, morning
to grapple. ^■Tho!. "bike" wa-s-'oa.s.-ll.y...roCo-ve(redy .-but'dtir-in-g-the'
night a heavily laden bba t •' ha d.- ;P a s s e d ' bv'er i.-t," an d'' s o ■ - dan.^t' - f
the handle bars as to tv;lst.',':'thG ff.amo”and..-maice ..'extensive rp-"
pairs necessary,'. Such .accidents''coUld--not -happbn'; toda-y;y ,-foi the
canal with the-towpath,is past his.t.ory ,and won't long: be oven a
memory, ,

Horse, andjbuggy --.da-ys' had as : ex.plting experiences ..as have
automobile days, Abuut. one hundred years ago :a former.. Canal or

on the Jordan. .drove his her so and ...buggy along .'the ' tpv/p'ath

}, •.

■ one

•J

•I .
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nlgtit. The horse suddenly took .frigjit and landed in the oanal

with driver and rig, Oanaiors! v/ore usually good sv/immorsi
This man was able to escape from his rig..and manage -to secure

a hold on the• bridle and led the' horse, up, the inolino ,to the

towpath and made his v/ay’homo. "He never .tlrod-’telling how ho

got so wdt. ■

There aro old ■ buildings along the , canal, that bear the

marks of century and "are still doing business» The boatmen

had their favorites as people have their stores today, Gfood

v/atcr accessible to the boats v/as. an attraction, .. .One. such

store stlir exibte oh"the -JorMbf];,,,level and' from the,,
shelvcs_^:3olls_ goods: over the 'same, counters .to. customers v/ho

come to the store in autos.'Instead of Canal'boats.
by the hand pump pf old days, the same well furnishes water by
electric system, but the system .does'not change the quality of
the water, '■ - '■ ■ ■ ; .y. ■■

same

Instead 'of

"The'. Kate”-was a' steamer" .that plied dally for years bo- . ■
tween. Weedsport"-and Sj/racuse .■'.There, aro a.few- old,people who
yet recount the" trips they used: to: take on h'The Kate** for both
buslness^and pleasure rides.. . ' To. hoar' their stories, one would
judge-.'that ’ this trip^ was a pleasure never’'to be-,-forgotten, Tho

writer can remomb'er, seeing pds'scn$crs .riding in.-the sun or in

the'■ shade,’enjoying leisure'■■feiioWshlp, something not possible
in tho modern modes of travel with their confusion and noise.

The groat moment of the trip was. passing through- the ..lock-at
Goddes, •To some I't-was ;a''thrill, to .others, .an experience akin
to fear,, but; to all an incident—fchat.'is '.no longer" available.

There, are many ■ who^ still long-for'. ..trips pn such boats as *’Tho
Kate”-and tandem team pulled packet bpats’J
forever.., .■ ■■.■ -

But they. are. gone

To be a Canal.cr” was. to ■ bear--the mark of '.n Insl^iflcant
character jvlthout.-a.higher .aim -than just To make a living”.

_ This may;, havo.heen^-.trup-^.yas- dt -is t-oda_y,; -plhtypoy. _pf people,.
who for .-lack o,f ability, ambitipn ■ or’bppbftUnity"wbrel .'or are,
without^ v/hat is . termed "drive^” . -Biit ”canaling” v/as an honorable

occupation and.its success demanded character and brains. The

people yfhp. follp'vfcd..i.t as a ll'V'elihood hould, average with any oc
cupational group. The ,foilPwihg story can be "trouchod. for, and
has been-used .in...puhlic addresses and-sermons to enforce argu
ments against . the ;necossity--of iriuch S-unday werk.

The name of the-... . p.ers.on and his- relation-..to the'Erie -Canal is

given by -the cut of’his boat, 'the first Packet Boat used on tho

Erie Canal, To travel by packet around 1830 was considered
lightning express”, A high type, .couple at -Seneca. Palls -were

married and ;topk their .wfedding....trip., via paeket-y-as vronderful in

that day-as, by air” , today> The captain on ..tho' first'packet
a devout and consci-chtlous Christian, and did not drive his

horses, on Sunday, feeling that they needed rest. Tho truth em

phasized was that his horses made more miles in six days than

«

was
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•others made in seven.

A momonto of his boating is still a family Bible used by him
\vhilo conducting church services on his boat* It is still in

descendants' home somewhere in the State of Michigan*
-i'e ^ *5^ -X- -X- •“X- *><• "X- •‘X" -X- -X- -X- rX- --X- -X- •5J-.

■Editorial Notor 'i/¥o think this is an excellent idea, and v;lsh we
could- do soracthing like lb-somewhere inethls region.

STATE WILL PRESERVE

STRIP OP OLD OTAL

(Special to,The New York Times)

BINffiiAMTON, ‘N. .Y Part of. the old Chon-,,
ango Canal that linked the- Southern Tier counties and

the Mohawk Valley 116 years ago until it succumbed to-

railroad competition in 1872,'will, bo restored at the

Chenango Valley State Park near this city.
William’ H, PIlll of the Central Now York State Parks

Commission^ and a member of the State -G. 0. P. Commit-
■

tee, has-proposed that a-replica packet boat,, draxvn by
a mule team, bo floated in the restored section,of the

canal to depict travel in the-.early and m;ld«ninetdcnth
Centiiry. ' ' . ■ •

Doc, 17*}

■ Mr.. Hill said that James F. Evans,
Parks, had approved.rostoration of the
with a sot of locks.'

director of State

canal section

The ^stretch of canal, the outline of which is
clearly marked at the state park,
.mile' and a railo in length,’

is between 'a half

In its'heyday the wator-
way carried passengers and freight between this city
and Utica.

Mr, Hill believes the restoration will become a
tourl.s,t, .attr.actlon,. in addition :to having historical
value, W' --

•JS- ■i’f .-J?-- -3^ * * ■it' -x- -is- '35- it it it -■-/>- ■VC

A-book.you will all’ want is the publication by A,
Rogers ‘'FORGOTTEN-STORIES OP THE FINGER .MKES" . ■ It-is a do-

lightful collection of stories of this soetlon. Originally
planned for radio talks and roco.st to book form, they are

beautifully presented thou^its v/o would all like to ponder
about this “garden spot",.our part of the world.

Order throu^ ■ the' MUSEUM

GLenn

on

Price |2o00


